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The Ecumenical Campus Ministry at the University of Guelph needs our
support. On April 23rd, Rev. Andrew Hyde will be sharing the message with
us and after church the Outreach Committee will provide a soup and
sandwich lunch as a fundraiser to support this ministry. Admission will be
by free will offering. We'd love your support - the more the merrier!
In honour of our many dedicated volunteers, the staff invite you to join in a
Volunteer Appreciation in conjunction with our lunch on April 23rd.
We offer our sincere appreciation to all those who contribute to the many
aspects of the life and work of the church.

‘A welcoming, caring family of faith, celebrating God’s love in Jesus.’

Core Value Statement 2008

Sabbatical Plans for Rev. John Benham 2017

“They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with
wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31) We gain strength by resting in God.
Sabbath is a time to stop and rest and reflect – a time to pray and play
This sabbatical is a GIFT. Thank you for
your support as a community of faith,
Church Council, Personnel committee and
Sabbatical planning team.
Proposal for my Sabbatical Plan
Dates May 8, 2017 – August 8, 2017
Purpose: A sabbatical typically includes time
for relaxation, travel, spiritual refreshment, a
time for prayer and a time for play, and
journaling. A sabbatical time is not a vacation. This is time to distance self from demands
of leadership and pastoral care to gain a fresh vision and new energy for ministry.
Congregational Benefits: The sabbatical time can allow for congregants to grow in new
ways as well. Lay leaders can step forward to serve and discover new gifts for ministry
perhaps in the context of worship, pastoral care and educational leadership. The
congregation can also expect their minister to return from a sabbatical with a new energy
and sense of vision for ministry. Rev. Gaylyn’s sabbatical is a wonderful example of this
renewal.
Preparation Time: Biblically, before there is Sabbath there is preparation, like getting
off the freeway of life. The freeway represents your work and responsibilities that can be
crowded with ‘things to do’ and ‘people to see’. The sabbatical planning team is helping
me to prepare for the journey ahead. The same team of lay people (Heather, Joanne and
Jill) will help me with the re-entry to ministry. In September 2017, I will share my
learnings with the whole congregation.

Goals:
1.Something New -Food & Farming: People are becoming disconnected from nutritious
food, active lifestyles and the natural world God created. This is my challenge too. I’ve
always enjoyed food but I’ve never done any serious vegetable garden or taken any
cooking classes. I will plant a serious garden (seek local support from those who garden)
and grow my food. Secondly, I will be taking some local cooking classes to learn how to
make a homemade soup, dinner, veggie chili etc. This focus will help me to ‘slow down’
and ponder the importance of healthy food. Perhaps this will inspire Trinity to ponder a
community garden one day.
2. Walking: Although I do this every day it comes natural for me I’d like to experience a
longer hiking time. I’ve been invited to hike the Guelph –Goderich trail with a colleague
on sabbatical. I’m also curious about the Bruce trail from Wiarton to Tobermory so that
might be one more opportunity for hiking at least one week of my three months.

Cont’d on p. 3
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Cont’d from p 2

3. Spiritual Growth: I will commit to attending a silent retreat locally in Guelph and
perhaps a monks retreat nearby. This will be tough for me. Silence is my challenge.
Spiritual exercise will be a special part of this journey. I will read at least one book a
month (classical spiritual books, missional ministry) on this topic and dedicate myself to
journal each day. I will seek out some theological course to stretch my mind and soul.
Reflect on how I balance daily life and ministry and how might I do it differently?

4. Writing Personal Growth: Do some intentional reflecting on my life and core values
and ponder how God is calling me to grow at this stage of my life and ministry. Seek a
wise mentor to reflect on my journey of faith with God and my ministry.

5. Indigenous Experience: A wonderful United Church minister invited me last year to
visit him in Oxford House, Manitoba. His long time ministry in this community is
inspiring. This is one opportunity I hope to explore and to be open to other opportunities
to deepen my understanding of the Indigenous communities struggles, hopes and dreams.
6. Get Away Travel West : This is a wide open hope. Most of my friends and colleagues
in other parts of Canada live between Regina and Victoria. I hope to drive and camp
across the western provinces to begin my sabbatical in May and early June. I will have an
opportunity to see ministry in downtown Regina and Calgary and visit Hillhurst United
well known for their creative ministry (Fishing Tips, Rev. Dr Pentland). This trip will
allow me to see old friends but to also experience the United Church in new ways.
I also hold out some hope to travel East perhaps to see a friend who is a professor in
Halifax, but I’m cautious not to over book myself. The sabbatical time must include space
for ‘surprises’.
6. Interfaith – Worshipping in other communities and even visiting a Mosque, Temple
and other Christian expressions of worship would be fascinating as well.
7. Fun: I think it’s easy to have fun but I will be intentional to attend some plays,
culturally fun events for renewal.
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Rev. John’s Holy Land Trip - March 2017

Our Gratitude List…

Dear Friends of Trinity,

To everyone involved in our Joint Coffee House with
Sugarbush Christian Church on Friday March 10th, especially Rev. John Benham, John Bye, Andrea LeBlanc (and
her partner Craig), Rev. Dr. Jen Garbin, Andrew Hyde,
Sugarbush Christian Church Band and the diverse group
of performers.


I pinch myself to think I'm off to see our
daughter, Melissa, in Paris. She is very
excited after her winter studies and final
month in Paris France. Nancy and Scott
will join me, and Chelsea will arrive
Easter Monday for her adventure. April
 For our new tenants, Guelph Stamp Club who will be 4 to 19 will include Paris, Brugge
meeting the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of the month in the Pais- Belgium and London, England.
ley Room.
I want to express my gratitude to
Ministry and Personnel and all of
 For the leaders and volunteers of our Vacation Bible
you! Your support and encouragement
School and for the young people who participated in the
has meant the world. I'm learning to
March Break VBS. We had a great week of VBS.
travel but most of all to let go and let
God's Spirit guide me. I'll be home to
 For the Guelph United Performers Theatre Club parTrinity by April 20 and share some time
ticipants who gave a great performance of “Do You
with Roni and her transition to journey
Want to Dance?” on March 3rd under the direction of
onwards.
Andrea LeBlanc and Barbara Moldenhauer.
For members of the Lay Supervision Team who were
super-organized and have already drafted their final report: John Bye (chair), Cyril Chalk, Cheryl Moore, Daina
Rye, Winnie delaCruz and Wendelin Galatianos.


Before I know it I will be off on
Sabbatical May 8th to August 8th. This
is only possible by all your support and a
caring staff as well. Your prayers mean
the world.

To all who helped host the Hamilton Conference Lay Have a blessed Easter and God be with
you.
Rev John (Benham)
Supervision Meeting at Sugarbush Christian Church on
th
Thursday March 9 : Rev. John Benham, John Bye, Jen
Cameron, Cyril Chalk, Wendelin Galatianos and Rev. Dr.
Jen Garbin.


To our fabulous pie makers…. Another 236 chicken,
254 beef, 154 small & 21 large shepherd pies made!


To our Property Committee, and in particular Ron
McMillan, for his organization and efforts towards the
Spring Garage Sale.
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Summer Worship Themes: We’re Being “Grounded”!
Diana Butler Bass, leading commentator on religion and culture, writes in her new book “Grounded” that
every year, more North Americans leave organized religion as people disaffiliate and we become more
religiously diverse. Butler Bass argues that what appears to be a decline actually signals a major
transformation in how people understand and experience God. The distant God of conventional religion
has given way to a more intimate sense of the sacred that saturates the world. This shift, from a vertical
God to a God found on the horizons of nature and human community, is the heart of a spiritual
revolution that surrounds us --and that is challenging not only religious institutions but political and social
ones as well.
Over the summer months we’re going to explore some of these concepts as we explore, along with
Butler Bass, the ways people are finding “a new spiritual ground through a God who resides in the world
with us ---in the soil, the water, the sky, in our homes and neighbourhoods and in the global commons.”
Come join us for our summer worship and explore this emerging spiritual revolution that Butler Bass
describes as encouraging a revitalized expression of faith that could change the world.
If you would be interested in reading the book before hand, please contact the church office or Rev.
Gaylyn Mclean and copies of “Grounded: Finding God in the World; A Spiritual Revolution” will be made
available for you to purchase and read. Together we will explore the way in which people experience a
God who animates creation and community. Please join us.
Rev. Gaylyn

GIFTS OF GRATITUDE
We have met over half of our
Gifts of Gratitude goal, but there
are still envelopes left. Please
take one, two or more envelopes
that you and your family are able
to fill as a gift of thanks to God
for Trinity United Church. If we
fill all of the envelopes, we will
have an additional $11,325
towards worship, fellowship and
outreach in Guelph and beyond.
Envelopes are available in the
Narthex. Put your envelope in
the collection plate or drop off at
the office. Thank you for your
generous support!
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Church Council Chair, Ken Chupa, Reports...
As I write this report, I am still suffering jet-lag
after returning from three weeks in Hawaii. My
vacation was a needed break after a busy start to
the year with work on the new website, the
church budget, and the annual Congregational
meeting. I’m relaxed and revitalized, and excited
about what’s happening at Trinity.
Ruth Cooke has answered the call to ministry. She
shared with council the story of her journey to
this, her third discernment. She has experienced
feelings of deep hurt and anger through her previous journeys, and expressed a sincere apology for any hurt she may have caused. Council
members are very impressed with Ruth’s growth and are happy to support her moving forward to Discernment. Joyce Martin and Heather Chesney volunteered to serve on the Discernment Committee, and Sylvia Grant has agreed to be Ruth’s appointment to the committee.
The Discernment Committee will meet with Ruth for a period of 12 or more months to explore
and determine her suitability for ministry.
There have been ongoing issues with the sound system in the sanctuary, starting with the
hearing assist devices. Other problems include the microphones, the speakers not covering
the entire sanctuary with sound, and wireless connections that use illegal frequencies. The
bottom line is that the current system is old technology (25 years, or older) and does not meet
our needs. A group led by Chris Arthey has met with experts from three companies to assess
the situation and to design a new sound system. Another ad hoc committee led by Kathy
Stephens is looking at ways to fund this project. They have already investigated various
sources for grants.
We have applied again to Canada Summer Jobs for funding to hire two students this summer.
Last year, we were able to hire Steph Swanson to help with VBS and the Theatre camps. It was
a very positive experience for both her and Trinity.
Our new stewardship program, Gifts of Gratitude, is off to a great start. We are already more
than half way towards our goal of $11,325!
The new Trinity website should be ready for launch in April. Our website will be just one of the
new websites within Guelph United Ministries. The four United Churches in Guelph, plus the
Ecumenical Campus ministry and Chalmers Community Services Centre, will be together in one
place. Our presence on the web will be significantly greater. A demo of the new site will showcase the bold new look. Watch for further details, and please plan to attend.
I’m sure I’ve missed something. Blame the jet-lag. (And my mind keeps wandering back to Hawaii.)
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824-4800 — HELP WANTED
READERS, USHERS & GREETERS for
Sunday services. Please sign up on
the bulletin board outside of Rev.
John’s office.
BAKERS to provide a couple dozen
cookies or a pan of squares for our
Caring Ministries Tea on April 30th.
Please contact the office at (519) 8244800 Ext. 1 if you can donate.
TEA/COFFEE HOSTS to make
refreshments for fellowship time
following the Sunday services. Sign up
sheet posted outside the kitchen.
AV OPERATORS for Sunday Worship
on a rotational basis. Training
provided. Contact Chris Arthey.
MALE CHEFS to assist with Easter
Sunday breakfast. Be here at 7:30 am
to help. Breakfast at 8:30 am. Call
519-824-4800, Ext 1 to volunteer.
REMUNERATION—The rewards are
great! An opportunity to get to know
fellow members of Trinity and to
support and assist with some
wonderful ministries.

EASTER SUNDAY BREAKFAST
Sunday, April 16, 8:30 am
in Trinity Hall

hot scrambled eggs, sausage, bacon, potatoes, muffins, juice, coffee
Freewill offering.
Sign up on the bulletin board across from the Stevenson Street
entrance by April 10.
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Guelph United Performers
www.guelphunitedperformers.com
It’s Time to Sing with the
Guelph United Performers
Community Children’s
Choir!!
beginning April 23 to June 11, 2017
Sunday mornings at 11:30 am

Led by Andrea LeBlanc
Contact Barbara Moldenhauer 519 824 6172
or moldenhauer.b@sympatico.ca

GUELPH UNITED PERFORMERS
- COMMUNITY THEATRE CAMP –
Boys & Girls ages 6 to 16
Trinity United Church
400 Stevenson St. N, Guelph
July 10 to 14 OR July 24 to 28, 2017
FEE: $50 per week
6 to 10 year olds:
11 to 16 year olds:

9:00 am to 12 noon
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

DIRECTOR: ANDREA LeBLANC
Contact:
moldenhauer.b@sympatico.ca 519 824 6172
www.guelphunitedperformers.com

Guelph United Performers
“Do You Want to Dance?”
Fri. Mar 3, 2017
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Meet our Member… Archelynn Hay
Archelynn shared this Article originally
prepared by The Library Committee of Jessie
Crombie, Jean Early, Archelynn Hay,
Wanda Lowry & Mildred Norrish
James 3:17
The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all
pure and full of quiet gentleness. Then it is peaceloving and courteous. It allows discussion and is
willing to yield to others; it is full of mercy and
good deeds. It is wholehearted and straight
forward and sincere.
Can you ask for a more perfect summary of what
you want to be as a friend? In Jesus Christ,
friendship is yours for the asking; available to
God’s children and genuine.
See in the book, “The Four Loves” by C.S. Lewis.
He wrote “friendship, unlike romantic love or
simple acquaintance, arises from shared interest.
A man and a woman who are in love stand, as it
were, face to face absorbed in each other. But
friends stand side by side; their interest is taken up
by some activity or pursuit that stands outside
their own relationship. Friends to do not dwell on
their friendship; it just flourishes because they are
interested and excited by the same things.”
See “To Understand Each Other” by Paul
Tourniere. To achieve understanding we need to
want it, we need to express ourselves, we need
courage, we need to love, we need to accept our
natural differences, we need to grasp the
importance of the past in order to help each other.
Complete understanding calls for personal
submission to Jesus Christ.
Archelynn is a special member of Trinity.
We thank her for sharing her faith with us each
Sunday.
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Thursday, Apr 27 @ 12 noon
in Trinity Hall
For all you spring chickens 80 & over!
Lunch will be provided
hosted by your Nurture Committee
RSVP to 519-824-4800 Ext 1 by Apr 17

Morning
Communion
Chapel
Services

Gift Cards Earn
Trinity $$$$
Chapters/Indigo for
eReader earns 7%
Cineplex Admit One
earns 6%
Cineplex gift cards
earns 5%

1st & 3rd
Sunday of the
month
9 -9:30 am
in the Norfolk
Room

Cards available for
purchase Sunday
mornings.
SUNDAY MORNINGS
AT 9 AM
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Please join us on Sunday, April 30th following
the Worship Service for a Farewell Reception
~ Cake & Refreshments
for our Student Intern, Roni Beharry.
The 30th will be Roni’s last Sunday with us at
Trinity. We wish you God’s blessings as you take final
steps to accept a call to Emmanuel United Church,
North Bay. It’s been a pleasure to have you with us
at Trinity, Roni. Thank you for sharing your gifts
with us over the past eight months.
Roni will be ordained at the Annual Meeting of Hamilton Conference
on Saturday, May 27 in Port Elgin.

Meet our Tenant…
Summer Lectures Club
Meet alternate Thursday mornings
Social time 9:30 -10 am plus during break
Lecture Time 10 am start until about 11:30 am
 13 lectures & AGM $55
 6 lectures & AGM $35
 Walk-ins are $8/lecture
April 20: Eric Poisson – Gravitational Waves: Ripples in Spacetime
May 4:
Steve Dyck – First Past the Post vs Proportional Representation
May 18:
Alan Morgan – Southern Ontario Geology of the Last Ice Age
June 1:
John Lawrence Reynolds, Author
June 15: Lynn Irish – Canada’s Troubled History of Caring for the Intellectually Challenged
For a full list of speakers & topics , or to register visit http://www.summerlecturesclub.ca.
The club is primarily for seniors (but all are welcome) who are interested in life-long learning
and who would like to attend lectures over the spring and summer months, between March
and early August.
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Trinity is hosting a Caring Ministries Tea
on behalf of Guelph United Ministries
Pastoral Care Team.
Please join us for a “celebration” of these caring
ministries on

Sunday, April 30th from 2-4pm in
Trinity Hall.
Please come willing to share your experiences, both joyful and challenging, in informal table chats.
If you have literature describing your ministry, please bring it along as well.
This invitation is extended to all who are in caring ministries: Therapeutic Touch, Prayer Chain,
Connectors, Worship Leaders, Sunbeams, Prayer Shawl Crafters, Contact Place Volunteers, those
who offer rides on Sunday mornings, etc.
Please RSVP to info@trinityunitedguelph.ca or 519-824-4800, Ext 1

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY
Any persons wishing to be received into the
membership either by transfer of membership, or
reaffirmation of faith are asked to contact the Church
Office at 519.824.4800 Ext. 1 by May 26. We will have
the reception of new members on Sunday, June 4th.

July 17-21, 9-12 noon
in Trinity Hall
This year's program will be
“Bible Adventures—Walking with Jesus”
It is free and we welcome
children aged 5 - 12
for stories, songs, snacks, games, crafts
and of course, the bouncy castle on the
last day! Please join us.
Registration forms available
from the Church Office, Narthex and
Trinity Hall.
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Voyage from Circuit Stop to GUM...
Guelph’s United Church Ministries
working in collaboration

(by Wynne Wright)

Continued from previous newsletter…
The first reprieve was financial – a long time member donated some valuable public company shares to
the church, giving us a $200,000 reserve to call on when needed. The minister who had served for almost
20 years retired, and was replaced by an intentional interim minister for two years.

We also had a new music director, whose mandate was to “liven up” the music program. This person, an
accomplished jazz musician, worked hard, and most certainly accomplished his mandate. Not only was the music
more lively, but he was able to inspire loyalty and enthusiasm in a small choir, so that their spirit was very
uplifting to the congregation.
As per the previous part, the congregation responded to the proposal to build a 5 stop elevator to service all
floors of the building. The cost, as is usual, escalated beyond the original estimates, but contributions to the
project were substantial, and the reserve was affected only minimally.
Now, Norfolk had a music programme for current times, and a physical building that would provide access for the
growing senior membership and future members. All that was missing was a full time minister.
During the period of the interim minister, we embarked on a Joint Needs Assessment Committee adventure. We
learned a few things about ourselves, some of which we really didn’t want to know. But finally, came up with
what we thought was what was needed at this time in this place.
Depending on the reserve funds, we decided to search for two ministers – a full time “lead” minister, and a part
time minister focusing on pastoral care. The latter was suggested because of the large number of senior
members. The process took some time, and was not successful until after the end of the interim ministry. Some
excellent pulpit supply ministers filled the gap, and gave us a good perspective on different styles of ministry.
The two minister idea falls into the category of “it seemed like a good idea at the time.” For several reasons, it
was not successful. Firstly, we were misinformed by Presbytery when the hiring process was being completed,
and ended up in a position of having to release both ministers from their duties, basically starting over. Secondly,
the individuals who filled the position just simply did not get along. The second may be the main reason for the
failure of the experiment.
After releasing both ministers, we were able to amend the JNAC report to revert back to just one minister. We
expected that either of the former ministers might reapply for the new position, as not a lot of time passed
before the new hiring was put into effect. However, neither of them were interested and pursued other
opportunities. This may have been an “aha” moment – perhaps we, as a congregation, were not the totally
innocent parties, if the incumbents were not willing to apply for the changed position.
We took some time to research and make sure that the amended JNAC really reflected what we wanted, and also
examined our own role in the situation. There was another period of pulpit supply, again, with high quality
people providing inspiration.
Part of the research was to find a social purpose – how could we “bloom where we are planted”? The conclusion
was to team with a local organization whose purpose was to provide food and occasional shelter to homeless
teens in the downtown area. They had very poor space, and we had plenty of space. A section of that space was
renovated, with the costs being absorbed by the other organization, and a new solution to an old need was
provided in Norfolk’s building.

We will be continuing the story of Guelph United Ministries in our upcoming Trinity Voices publications.
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DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

Tuesday, June 6, 2017
6 pm
Borealis
1388 Gordon St
Sign up on the bulletin board by June 5

Apr 7, 8
Apr 12
Apr 15
Apr 16
Apr 22
Apr 23
Apr 23
Apr 25
Apr 27
Apr 30
Apr 30
May 3
May 8
May 9
May 14
May 15
May 28
June 3
June 4
June 6
June 11
July 10-14
July 17-21
July 24-28

DATE:
Saturday, April 22, 2017
TIME:
9:00 am
LOCATION: Saide’s Kitchen
20 Woodlawn Rd E
Sign up on the bulletin board by Apr 20.

Calendar of Events

Garage Sale
Songs & Story of Jesus Christ Superstar
Optimist Easter Breakfast
Easter Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast
Outreach Soup & Sandwich Luncheon
Volunteer Appreciation
Conversation & Coffee
Spring Chicken Luncheon
Reception for Roni
Caring Ministries Tea
Guelph Male Choir Concert
Rev. John’s Sabbatical starts
Steering Committee Meeting
Sacrament of Baptism
Church Council Meeting
Spring Ham Dinner & Edible Auction
Guelph Community Singers Concert
Reception of New Members
Ladies Dinner Out
Outdoor Service & Picnic
GUP Community Theatre Camp
Vacation Bible School
GUP Community Theatre Camp

Staff

All the Trinity email addresses are
@trinityunitedguelph.ca, i.e.
info@trinityunitedguelph.ca
rev.john
rev.gaylyn
heather
sharon
andrea

Office
info (to Sharon)
office (to Heather)
sundayschool, or sunday.school
Committees
council (to the Chairperson)
finance, treasurer
property
accessibility
avbooth
webmaster

MINISTERS: Rev. John Benham, Rev. Gaylyn McLean
MINISTER OF MUSIC: Andrea LeBlanc
OFFICE ADMINISTRATORS: Sharon Huska & Heather Husnik-Osborne
CUSTODIAN: Lenny Fonte
400 Stevenson St. N., Guelph, ON N1E 5C3 l Phone: 519-824-4800 l Fax 1-888-233-1862
Email: info@trinityunitedguelph.ca l Website: www.trinityunitedguelph.ca
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